
 

 

 

Q. How long will the Corona Virus survive on surfaces ? 
 
 

20.03.2020 

Answer : The COVID-19 virus remains under intense study and observation 
with updates on its features being dynamic  
 
Meanwhile, to assist with the ‘likely’ situation of the virus survival a team 
from the University Medicine Greifswald, Germany 6th February 2020, issued 
this guide which is collated from various studies and data sets as noted by the 
associated references. 
 
The table and references are based on ‘other’ Corona Virues > 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

The Structure of Coronavirus 
(Ref. CDC) 



 

The associated references. 
 

  

 
 
 

Q2: How Can Rely+On™ Virkon™ Assist?  
 
 Rely+On™ Virkon™ is a unique, powerful, broad-spectrum disinfectant with 
extensive efficacy studies, safety testing and enviromental profiles. It has been used 
globally for routine disinfection and/or decontamination of hardsurfaces: floors, walls, doors and door handles, 
walkway, furniture, equipment, and bathroom in various areas such as medical facilities, pathology and biosafety 
containment laboratories, treatment salons and residential homes. Body fluid spillage can also be 
decontaminated with Rely+On™ Virkon™.  
 For Wuhan CoV inactivation, we suggest a 1% (1:100) Rely+On™ Virkon™ solution with a 10-minute 
contact time. 
 

Q3: How Can We Apply Rely+On™ Virkon™? 
 
 For hard surface disinfection, Rely+On™ Virkon™solution 
can be applied at a rate of 200 ml/m2 using either a trigger spray 
bottle, a suitable knapsack type sprayer, cloth, sponge or floor 
mop. 
 For equipment disinfection, the equipment can either be 
submerged and washed in disinfectant solution or sprayed and 
then wiped clean with a cloth or sponge. 
 

Q4: Is There Anything to Be Concerned With the Use of Rely+On™ Virkon™? 
 
 Yes - it it strongly advised that Rely+On™ Virkon™ is not intended for use for the disinfection of medical 
devices and users should always check for compatibility with any sensitive materials before use. Do not use on 
any soft metals such as brass or copper and it is not recommended for use on soft furnishings, textiles or carpets. 
You may also rinse disinfected equipment with clean water after 10 minutes when materials compatibility is of 
concern. 
 

Q5: How to Dispose 1% Rely+On™ Virkon™ Solution? 
 
 Rely+On™ Virkon™ is intened to be used at 1% or less in most situations, at which dilution rate the 
product is considered to be of low hazard and safe. It is not classified as hazardous according to the Globally 
Harmonized System for hazard classification (GHS).  
 Rely+On™ Virkon™ solution is generally considered to be of low risk to municipal sewage treatment 
facilities. The solution may generally be disposed via drains leading to a foul sewer but not via drains leading to 
surface waters. Disposal to foul sewer is typically subject to discharge consent with the appropriate local 
authority and normally requires prior approval and control of the volumes discharged. Please always seek 
guidance from your local authority prior to discharge. We have data which can be provided in support of any 
discharge consent procedures. 
 
 



 

 

 
 For any safety concerns, we have provided Rely+On™ Virkon™ Safety of 1% Solutions data sheet you may 
request through our professional partners where the product is registered. 

 

Q6 : Can we apply through Cold or Thermal Fogging equipment. 
 
    Rely+On™ Virkon™ has not, hitherto been applied with a thermal fogging equipment and nor do we have 
associated data of an appropriate dilution to deliver the inactivation efficacy. A thermal fog application is typically 
and ‘adjunct’ application following a deep clean and initial disinfection that has been applied and the surface 
allowed to dry. We do not consider that is an option under the current circumstances and it is not recommended. 
 
 A Cold fog application is also a rare practice, not least with the multiple materials found within the public 
health environments of which one has to take care.  
 
With this document is a material compatibility study.   
 
Our Chief Chemist, Mark Squire, also makes the following notes > With the current efficacy guided at a 1%, 1 to 
100 dilution we advise the following. 
 

 take great care with disinfecting in the vicinity of porous materials like leather, carpets & fabrics ( notably do 
not use Virkon solutions on any blue coloured fabric / carpet items ). Direct use on carpets is not 
recommended at the 1:100 dilution 

 if used on varnished wood or typical household painted surfaces, then occasional , repeated use of Virkon 
should be ok - but we cannot guarantee no cosmetic effects after many repeated exposures ( most notably 
so if used at 1:100) 

 the users take great care on any materials which are not designed for treatment by water based cleaners/ 
disinfectants 

 electrical items do not like water based cleaners/ disinfectants in general, so great care is needed when 
using the product near common items such as switches & light fittings ( an issue of concern for use of any  
liquids whether Virkon is present , or not ) 

 occasional use on resistant hard surface materials - such as stainless steel, & most plastics, vinyl flooring 
are considered very low risk 

 do not use the product at 1:100 directly on any exposed public domain soft metals like copper/brass based 
items 

 do not use the product at 1:100 on marble type surfaces, this surface is not compatible – if applied, rinse 
after 10 minutes with potable water 

 
Operators would be advised to ‘cover’ any ‘sensitive’ equipment 
and wipe those with a disinfectant solution separately.  In large 
areas and spaces a post disinfection rinse with potable water is 
another option.  It is often a situation of ‘balance’ of the need to 
disinfect with a product that is safe for the operators and general 
environment versus the total coverage of any area and materials.   
 
Please refer to the Rely™ Virkon™ product leaflet. 
 
For copies of the Rely+On™ Virkon™ product leaflet please 
contact  

 
 

 
 



 

  

 
 
For hard surface disinfection, Rely+On™ Virkon™solution could 
be applied with a dilution of 1 to 100/ 1% at a rate of 200 
ml/m2 using equipment dispensing a cold fog/mist.  The 
volume should be adjusted lower, if the surfaces become too 
wet.  The contact time ( wetted area) does need to be at least 
10 minutes as per the efficacy data. 
 
These types of application have been engaged in 2019 when 
there was a Norovirus outbreak at the Winter Olympics.  A 
Vector fog ( all plastic components) equipment was used. 

 
Please follow all safety guides from the SDS, for the preparation of the Rely+On™ Virkon™ solution and the Safety 
guide for the 1% Diluted Rely+On™ Virkon™ solution. 
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All rights reserved. 

The information set forth herein is furnished free of charge and based on technical data that LANXESS believes to 
be reliable. It is intended for use by persons having technical skill, at their own risk. Because conditions of use are 
outside our control, LANXESS makes no warranties, expressed or implied, and assumes no liability in connection 
with any use of this information. Nothing herein is to be taken as a license to operate under, or a recommendation 
to infringe, any patents or patent applications. 
 
The specified uses and registered claims for the product/s™  may vary from country to country. Please contact 
LANXESS directly to verify country–specific approved usages. 
 

Use biocides safely. Always read the label and product information before use. 
 

©2020 LANXESS.Virkon™ and any associated logos are trademarks or copyrights of LANXESS Corporation. 
LANXESS™ and the LANXESS Logo are trademarks of LANXESS Deutschland GmbH. All trademarks are 
registered in many countries worldwide.  
 


